The paper aims to analyze the impact and the role of open government data in our society and to highlight the trend of European countries in this case. The first part presents the literature review of the open data and open government data. Researchers worldwide are interested in improving governmental activity by implementing the latest innovations to the knowledge economy. The free exchange of ideas, information and knowledge is the support of development [14]. Open data is an essential element for knowledge economy. Knowledge economy emphasizes with lifelong learning, good quality of life and open government data. The second part highlights the opportunities and the changes that will be made in society after will implement an OGD solution. It is essential to the governmental and the citizens to use open data because this will offer independence, transparency, decentralization and, in the same time, aggregation. The third and the fourth part of the paper present the impact and the barriers of open government data. It is very important to highlight the benefits, disadvantages and barriers. These can be presented start from the most important cities how use this kind of solutions. In the fifth part is presented a classification of cities in three main categories based on the usage of open government data and a SWOT analysis about OGD solutions.
Introduction
The paper aims to analyze the impact and the role of open government data in our society and to highlight the trend of European countries in this case. The first part presents the literature review of the open data and open government data. Researchers worldwide are interested in improving governmental activity by implementing the latest innovations to the knowledge economy. The free exchange of ideas, information and knowledge is the support of development [14] . Open data is an essential element for knowledge economy. Knowledge economy emphasizes with lifelong learning, good quality of life and open government data. The second part highlights the opportunities and the changes that will be made in society after will implement an OGD solution. It is essential to the governmental and the citizens to use open data because this will offer independence, transparency, decentralization and, in the same time, aggregation. The third and the fourth part of the paper present the impact and the barriers of open government data. It is very important to highlight the benefits, disadvantages and barriers. These can be presented start from the most important cities how use this kind of solutions. In the fifth part is presented a classification of cities in three main categories based on the usage of open government data and a SWOT analysis about OGD solutions.
The paper ends with the conclusion and the most important idea is: for development urban areas we have to use open government data.
Literature Review
The literature review [1] , [2] , [3] [6] , [7] , [8] . In our age we can increasing the efficiency of public services and governmental activities by fast adopting the new technologies and the open data solutions. The most recent and important point of view is use of open data solutions is the Europe 2020 Strategy [18] , [22] , [23] . This strategy try to put the Europe's economy back on the path to growth. The Europe 2020 Strategy identifies five headlines that European Union should take to boost growth and employment. These are presented in Figure 1 . The Europe 2020 Strategy has important direct implications for the future EU Cohesion Policy, because it develops -in fact -the same strategies for the period 2014-2020. The Europe 2020 Strategy identifies seven flagship initiatives. These flagship initiatives [18] , [23] ternet brought the governments more closely by their citizens.
Fig. 2. The seven flagship initiatives of Europe 2020 Strategy
Because the EU wants to promote openness, in the Open Data Charter -the report [23] regarding the open data, they committed to:  identify and make available core and high-value datasets held at EU level;  publish data on the EU Open Data Portal;  promote the application of these principles of 
The Impact of Open Government Data
The study about the impact of open government data must to start from the definition of open data. In this content anyone is free to use or reuse a piece of data for his interest but is important to highlight the source. Based on it the firms and institutions can reuse freely the available government information in innovative ways. It is evident that the OGD influence the activity of the government (public), business and industry (private), NGO and citizens (Figure 3 ). [5] , [13] ) analyzed and identified that for any part of our society we can point a big number of benefits (Table 1) .
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Table 1. Benefits of Open Government Data
Adapted from: [13] and [5] Benefit to government Benefit to private sector use. On the other hand the most important barriers which are determinate of the citizens are related to the quality of data and data protection. But, the researchers [3] , [9] , [12] from all the world are agree that the barrier to open government data exist. Based on [1] , [2] and [3] we can classify the barriers in eight headings:  economic -resources, funding  technical -standards, technical capacity  cultural -organizational cultural  administrative -security, policy  legal -legislation, licensing  quality -language differences  cost -provisioning and delivery  risk -data protection. From these we can accentuate three elements with important impact: cost of provisioning and delivery data (data is most often stored on servers), the language barrier and the legislative changes. It is very good when we try to implementing OGD solutions to take into account the barriers described above, so them to be avoided. We expect OGD solutions to generate value and substantial returns through increased transparency, efficiency and cooperation of government activities, citizen participation and entrepreneurial activity.
Benefit to civil society

Open Government Data Initiatives
In the world we can find OGD solutions implemented in many countries. The UK Government has opened up over 8.000 unique datasets on data.gov.uk and thought affiliated sites such as data.london.gov.uk [17] . Many other countries and cities have open government data. Governmental organizations from all over the world are a huge producer of data including maps, satellite images and statistics. This government data is produced by public authorities during their everyday work in order to accomplish their goals. The exploration of use of open government data is not an easy study because we must to centralize the information from every governmental organization. The researchers from the Capgemini Consulting [13] in their analysis identified the most popular countries, where are implemented OGD solutions: USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Sweden, Germany and France. In the last years, government organizations from many countries publish a variety of data on the web to enable transparency, foster applications, and to satisfy legal obligations. In our country we can find [11] a list of projects with include open data solutions:  E-Procurement  Unique Identification of Public Servants  E-Tax Payment  Document Management  Integrated Resource Planning  Cash Flow Management  Citizens' Information Centers  Info kiosks for Citizens  E-Referendum  E-Jobs  E-Europe Status  Portal for Address Change Notification  The National Electronic System The literature review [11] , [15] highlight that Romania has adopted in time all EU directives and now has a good legal framework regarding citizen engagement and electronic government [20] . For the moment in every country is a trend or a necessity to use to the right value the openness of data in government organizations. Table 2) . Table 2 . SWOT Analysis of OGD Adapted from: [13] , [5] and [15] • Increase interoperability between government institutions at national and international levels;
• Misinterpretation of data; • Misunderstanding of the meaning of certain data; Collaboration • Increase collaboration between government, on the one hand and citizens and business, on the other hand.
• A uniform approach to implementing Open Government in the various business and sectors.
• Modernization of administrative procedures; • Creating a civic culture among citizens.
• Encourage constructive criticism.
Open government data is essential for the transparency and efficiency of the governance and for citizen participation in decision making process.
Conclusions
To implement an OGD solution represent an important step for development of our country and this will have a higher impact to quality of life, access information, improve ser-DOI: 10.12948/issn14531305/18.2.2014.08
vice efficiency, reduction in data transaction costs and improve the performance of activity and build new business opportunities. More and more governments start to use OGD for their citizens and these receive great interest because they are very useful. It is essential for our cities today to use OGD to link data. Our urban areas which are using OGD are become friendlier for citizens and for business and non-governmental organizations.
